
SMALL GROUPS BIBLE STUDY TEACHING  

Campaign: BUILD 2014  (CHARACTER) 
Compilers By: Nick Rodriguez 
Date: August 24, 2014 

Topic: The Mind of a Servant 

Scripture: Philippians 2:1-22 
[5]  Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: [6]  Who, being in very nature  
God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, [7]  but made himself  
nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. [8]  And being  
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even  
death on a cross!  

Philippians 2:5-8 (NIV)  

Introduction:  

Men cannot see the roots of the Christian character, but they can see the leaf, and  
the hidden condition of the roots may be judged by the outward appearance of the  
leaf.  

The fruit is the proof and power of the Christian.  “By their fruit ye shall know them.”  
…If Christ dwells in our heart by faith the features of His character will be seen in our 
life.  

The Scripture says “ Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;” (Eph. 5:1  
KJV).  The root idea here is the imitation of God.  We cannot imitate those we do  
not know.  To imitate God we must know Him. And to know Him means eternal life.  
Imitating God means the manifestation of a life which is heavenly while we’re still  
here on earth.  

Christ was the perfect image of the Father.  He must so live in us that the Divine 
imitation may be formed in our character and lives (Gal 4:19).  Christ left us an 
example, that we should follow His footsteps.  

If we want to become like Christ, we must discover what Christ is like.  If we don’t know 
what he is like, then we won’t be able to make any real progress in our  
Christian growth.  We need to know what He said, who is He, and what He did.  So in 
order to learn what Christ is like, we need to master His Words so we can be  
guided in my whole attitude, words and actions, in other words our character would be 
reflecting His character.  
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The beauty about this Christ imitation business is that in God the Father’s master plan, 
He has made a way for Jesus to dwell within us.  Living inside us, by the Holy Spirit, He 
will leads, guides, and cause us to be like Jesus (Rom. 8:29).  

The key to Christlikeness is humility.  If we are unteachable, proud or arrogant,  
there’s no way we’re going to see Christ.  But when we practice humility, pray and  
walk in the Spirit, we will see Christ’s majesty, beauty, purity, and holiness, and as a  
result, we will yearn and aim to be like Him.  Now, that is true godly Christian  
Character.  Humility comes from seeing God as He is.  Humility is the key to personal  
revival.  

As we aim to develop godly attitude and godly character, It is extremely important the 
we develop the mind of Christ.  It is not too much to ask for the mind of Christ because 
the Bible says “we have the mind of Christ” (1 Cor. 2:16).  The mind of Christ will give us 
wisdom and guide in all we do and say.  

How do we receive the mind of Christ?  For a start, we receive it by reading the  
Gospels, seeking to understand what Jesus did and why He did it.  It is also helpful to 
obtain a red-letter edition of the New Testament and only the Words of Jesus. What we 
say reveals who we are, and Jesus’ Words are no exception.  

As you read, ask these questions: (1) What is Jesus saying here?  (2) What did this  
mean to those who heard Him in the first century?  (3) What does this mean to us in the 
twenty-first century? (4) What does this mean to me personally?  

Bible Study:  

Philippians 2:1-11  

1.  In a group of believers functioning as a fellowship/church, what give  
 satisfaction to Paul?  
2.  What two personal character and conduct are shown to be supremely  
 exemplified in the incarnation and redemptive work of the Son of God?  
3.  What ground do we have for hoping to be able and to have to express the  
 same qualities?  
4.  How are we to act and behave as a result or consequence?  

Memory verse:  

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
Philippians 2:5 (NIV) 
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